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These are texts that, as I understand them, ask why and how we use objects
to make meaning, to make or re-make ourselves, to organize our anxieties

and affections, to sublimate our fears and shape our fantasies. (Sense 4)
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In that direction, my windows commanded an unobstructed view of a lofty
wall, black by age and everlasting shade; which wall required no spy-glass to
bring out its lurking beauties, but, for the benefit of all near-sighted
spectators, was pushed up to within ten feet of my window-panes. ("HFEH],
22)
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I placed his desk close up to a small side-window in that part of the room,
a window which originally had afforded a lateral view of certain grimy
brickyards and bricks, but which, owing to subsequent erections, commanded
at present no view at all, though it gave some light. Within three feet of the
panes was a wall, and the light came down from far above, between two

lofty buildings, as from a very small opening in a dome. ("HFEH], 27)
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I should have stated before that ground-glass folding-doors divided my
premises into two parts, one of which was occupied by my scriveners, the
other by myself. (27)
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Upon more closely examining the place, I surmised that for an indefinite
period Bartleby must have ate, dressed, and slept in my office, and that too
without plate, mirror, or bed. The cushioned seat of a rickety old sofa in one
corner bore the faint impress of a lean, reclining form. Rolled away under
his desk, I found a blanket; under the empty grate, a blacking box and
brush; on a chair, a tin basin, with soap and a ragged towel; in a newspaper
a few crumbs of ginger-nuts and a morsel of cheese. Yes, thought I, it is
evident enough that Bartleby has been making his home here, keeping
bachelor’s hall all by himself. (35)
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I remembered the bright silks and sparkling faces I had seen that day, in
gala trim, swan-like sailing down the Mississippi of Broadway; and I
contrasted them with the pallid copyist, and thought to myself, Ah, happiness
courts the light, so we deem the world is gay; but misery hides aloof, so we

deem that misery there is none. (36)
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Where there is experience in the strict sense of the word, certain contents of
the individual past combine with material of the collective past. The rituals
with their ceremonies, their festivals (quite probably nowhere recalled in
Proust’s work) kept producing the amalgamation of these two elements of
memory over and over again. They triggered recollection at certain times and
remained handles of memory for a lifetime. In this way, voluntary and
involuntary recollection lose their mutual exclusiveness. (159-60)
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Thingness of City and Aesthetic of Shock:
Herman Melville’s “Bartleby, the Scrivener: The Story of Wall Street”

Abstract Aeju Kim (Dongguk U)

This article aims to read Herman Melville’s urban short fiction ‘“Bartleby,
the Scrivener: The Story of Wall Street” through the thing theory Bill Brown
systematized in literary studies, and then shows that this reading leads
“Bartleby” to be an allegory of city conceptualized by Walter Benjamin. The
thing theory tries to focus on the concrete material objects of literary text,
which proves that these things are not “mere presentation” but “gathering of
multiple functions and realities into one time-bound object” (Heidegger 167,
174). Things of city in “Bartleby” —the office building of the Wall Street, its
interior, the Tombs, Trinity Church, Astoria, Bartleby’s belongings, and etc.—
are not mere factual objects but special things of multiple meanings and
realities. Reading “Bartleby” through the thing theory reveals the propertization
of space which the New York Commissioner’s Plan had precipitated since 1811
and a new social conflict between landlord and tenant. The process of conflict
between the lawyer as a landlord and Bartleby as a tenant is so problematic as
to be ‘shock’ which disrupts the lawyer’s hegemonic logic of instrumental
rationality and economic profit, and provokes the involuntary recollection hidden
in his unconscious that human beings are all “sons of Adam” (“Bartleby” 36)

and bound to each other.

Key Words: thingness of city, aesthetic of shock, “Bartleby”, propertization of

space, epiphanic transformation, involuntary recollection
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